ROBESPIERRE

his acting as their unofficial counsel.

"They would have had a good laugh if they heard
you. If they had had a chance they would have had you
very unofficially executed", Robespierre said ironically.

"I think they would have done little beheading",
Garat remonstrated, and was answered with the enig-
matic: "Little is right!"

Still another appeal made to Robespierre elicited the
following reply:

"Do not speak of it again. I cannot save them. There
are periods during revolutions when to live is a crime,
and when men must know how to surrender their
heads when demanded. And mine, too, will perhaps be
required of me. (He made a movement as if he were
going to lift his head from his shoulders.) You will see
if I will flinch!"

Robespierre could not have saved the Girondins.
He had great difficulty protecting their remaining
colleagues in the Convention from the fury of the
extremists. Whether he would have done so had it lain
in his power is problematical. He probably would have
saved some, but not all.

On the 3ist of October, 1793, "the big children of
the Revolution" went singing to the guillotine. Brissot
did not sing. He was wrapped in sombre thought.